Ban Killer Drones Calls for
Release of Kabul Drone Attack
Files

Press Release from Ban Killer Drones

The Pentagon must be called upon by people around the world
and by the U.S. Congress to make public all of the
communications and logs, including communications with the
White House, pertaining to the August 29, 2021 drone attack
that killed 10 members of the Ahmadi family in Kabul,
including seven children, say representatives of the anti-
drone war organization BanKillerDrones.org.

“The Pentagon’s assertion that no one did anything illegal to
cause the drone deaths of the Ahmadi family members is a
shameful side-stepping and a further cover-up of who made
what decisions and why in this horrible slaughter,”

said Nick Mottern, a co-coordinator of BanKillerDrones.org.

“We need to see all the records surrounding this incident,
including those that may help us to know the role of
President Biden, 1if any.”

Kathy Kelly, a peace advocate who has visited Afghanistan 28
times since the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan in 2001, and also
a co-coordinator of BanKillerDrones.org, said:

“By recommending against any disciplinary action following
the slaughter of 10 civilians, seven of whom were children,
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 1is endorsing reckless cruelty
waged through ghastly drone attacks.”

Mottern noted that a wide array of international human rights
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law experts have asserted that U.S. drone attacks violate
international law and principles of war, so the use of an

armed drone on August 29" was illegal. Further, he said, Air
Force veteran Daniel Hale was sent to federal prison in July
at the hands of the Biden Administration for releasing
government documents that addressed precisely the faulty
intelligence and other problems with the U.S. drone program

that led to the August 29" drone attack. “The use of
weaponized drones should have been shelved years ago,” Mottern
said.

He and Kelly said also: “It is beyond outrageous that the
Pentagon has yet to provide full reparations for the killing
of Ahmadi family members and has failed to meet their need for
speedy passage to the United States.” BanKillerDrones.org has
called for reparations of $3 million for each of the 10 Ahmadi
family members killed. The Washington Post reported that the
Obama administration paid “nearly $3 million” to the family of
Giovanni Lo Porto, who was mistakenly killed in a U.S. drone
attack in Pakistan in 2015.

“The U.S. ought to be aiding all the hundreds of thousands of
Afghans suffering in the wreckage of the U.S. invasion and
occupation,” they said, “rather than trying to shrug off the

August 29" drone atrocity.”

The Ban Killer Drones network is comprised of concerned
citizens, 1in 1local and national peace and justice
organizations, many of them in communities in which there are
killer drone control bases. Together they are organizing to
achieve a United Nations conference to adopt and ratify an
international treaty to ban weaponized drones and military and
police drone surveillance.
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