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Trump  administration  creates  conditions
for further displacement and hunger
Somalia  is  facing  yet  another  major  crisis  as  the  United
States steps up its drone attack and combat operations in this
Horn of Africa state.

Drone attacks are promoted by the Defense Department and the
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) as an effective means of
targeting so-called “terrorists” without threatening the lives
of innocent people and American soldiers. This of course is
not always the situation on the ground.

The impact of drones on civilian populations has proven to be
devastating.  In  most  cases  those  killed,  injured  and
dislocated  are  not  the  targeted  individuals  or  groups.
Civilians including women, children and the elderly tend to be
the primary victims.

Nonetheless, news reports related to the worsening security
situation  around  Mogadishu  asserts  that  the  aerial  drone
strikes  are  taking  a  toll  on  Al-Shabaab,  the  Islamist
organization which is said to be the major impediment to the
stabilization  of  the  country.  Al-Shabaab  grew  out  of  the
interference of Washington in the internal affairs of Somalia
after  elements  within  the  Union  of  Islamic  Courts  were
recruited into the transitional federal regime nine years ago.

An alliance of contiguous and regional states under the rubric
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of the African Union Mission to Somalia (AMISOM) was deployed
to Somalia eleven years ago. At its height, AMISOM had 22,000
troops in Somalia along with several thousand para-military
police units all backed, trained, funded and coordinated by
the U.S., the European Union (EU) and their allies.

AMISOM has repeatedly said that Al-Shabaab is no longer a
serious security threat in the capital of Mogadishu. However,
periodic attacks are still occurring attributed to Al-Shabaab.
A twin bomb attack during late 2017 was the most deadly since
the  deployment  of  AMISOM  resulting  in  over  500  deaths,
although it remains unclear whether Al-Shabaab was behind the
operation.

Emphasis  in  recent  weeks  has  been  placed  on  praising  the
purported  effectiveness  of  the  drone  bombings  particularly
coming from the AU special envoy to the country. Yet other
issues which are surfacing are not being addressed along with
the  prospects  of  a  withdrawal  of  AMISOM  forces  from  the
theater of battle.

AU  representative  Francisco  Madeira  said  of  the  present
situation  that:  “These  drone  attacks,  in  particular,  are
wiping out the Al-Shabaab in large numbers. And it is a good
thing to put an end to terrorism in this way.”

Well the problems of “terrorism” in Somalia and throughout
other geo-political regions such as Iraq, Syria, Afghanistan,
Yemen and Niger, has not been resolved to the satisfaction of
imperialism  through  drone  strikes.  The  spreading  of
destruction and displacement does not represent any long term
solution  for  the  Pentagon  and  NATO-allied  forces  or  the
majority of the people who live in these areas.

Fostering this dangerous illusion, Madeira went on to say:
“The establishment of a comprehensive and effective Somali
national army could take longer than expected.” In making such
a statement it implies that the U.S. policy of escalating the



bombing is the only viable response to the current political
and security impasse.

In fact the western media has frequently lost track of the
historical  trajectory  of  events  in  Somalia  over  the  last
twelve years. It was in 2006 that the Union of Islamic Courts
which was developing some semblance of stability in Somalia
came under attack by U.S. proxies leading to the military
intervention  of  Ethiopia  and  the  eventual  concoction  and
deployment of AMISOM.

Such a false scenario was published by the French Press Agency
(AFP) on January 27 when the agency said:

“Deployed in 2007 to support the very fragile central Somali
government, the AMISOM is expected to leave the country by
the  end  of  2020,  after  transferring  all  its  security
prerogatives to the Somali army. But Francisco Madeira did
not rule out an extension of the mission’s mandate.”

The  question  is  what  “fragile  central  government”  was  in
existence in 2007? There had not been the pretense of an
effective  state  authority  in  Somalia  since  1991  when  the
government of former military leader and President Mohamed
Siad Barre collapsed amid internecine conflict sweeping the
entire country.

Displacement  Fostered  by  U.S.-backed
Government in Mogadishu
Another report published by the Guardian newspaper based in
London  portrays  a  more  realistic  picture  of  the  actual
developments in Somalia. The drone attacks, the utilization of
Special  Forces  from  the  Pentagon  and  the  constant
misrepresentation of events inside the country are causing
great harm to the Somalian people.

According to the publication: “



Dozens of civilians have been killed and wounded in Somalia
as U.S.-led airstrikes against Islamist militants increase to
unprecedented levels, a Guardian investigation has found,
raising fears that Washington’s actions could bolster support
for extremists. The escalation in strikes is part of the
Trump administration’s broader foreign policy strategy in
Africa  and  the  Middle  East.  There  have  been  34  U.S.
airstrikes in Somalia in the last six months – at least twice
the total for the whole of 2016. Regional allies active in
the campaign against Islamic extremists in the east African
country have conducted many missions too. These appear to be
the most lethal for civilians.”(Jan. 23 article by Jason
Burke)

The  impact  of  the  increased  militarization  by  the
administration of President Donald Trump is being compounded
by the forced removals of Internally Displaced Persons (IDP)
camps in the capital. Some 34,000 people have been cleared out
of  an  IDP  settlement  in  Mogadishu  after  the  shelter  was
ordered torn down by the Washington-backed Somalia National
Army (SNA).

Over a three week period from late December 2017 through mid-
January 2018, some 3,000 shelters were destroyed. Such actions
take on an added dimension of exacerbating the already dire
humanitarian situation in Somalia. The U.S.-backed war has
crippled the capacity of the people to address the horrendous
food  deficits  caused  in  part  by  drought.  The  near-famine
conditions  will  not  be  adequately  resolved  without  the
realization of peace. Enhanced militarization portends much
for the future of the Somalian people who have endured four
decades of war and occupation dating back to the late 1970s.

The Guardian notes in their report:

“The sudden increase in the use of air power in Somalia by
the U.S. comes after the relaxation of guidelines intended to



prevent  civilian  casualties  and  a  decision  by  the  Trump
administration  to  give  local  military  commanders  greater
authority  in  ordering  attacks….  A  Kenyan  military
spokesperson referred the Guardian to AMISOM when asked about
Kenya’s operations in Somalia. Francisco Madeira, the head of
AMISOM, said the force had ‘not been responsible for any
airstrikes’  in  …  Somalia  in  2017.  A  U.S.  military
spokesperson said its forces complied ‘with the law of armed
conflict’ and took ‘all feasible precautions … to minimize
civilian casualties and other collateral damage’.”

Another Large-scale Occupation May Be an
Option
Perhaps the Trump administration is setting the stage for
another failed large-scale military occupation which proved
disastrous during 1992-1994. If the AMISOM project is being
exhausted, the only other option is a U.S.-led intervention of
greater magnitude.

There has been the reported death of a U.S. combatant last
year in a mission which the administration says is strictly
advisory. With Somalia being an oil-rich nation located in the
strategic area close to vast energy resources throughout the
East African coast and West Asia, the imperialists are not
prepared to withdraw under a situation absent of a complete
military defeat.

At any rate, the quagmire in Somalia cannot be settled without
a regional political solution to the war between Al-Shabaab
and the western-backed federal government in Mogadishu. The AU
should focus its attention on a lasting solution rather than
relying on the Trump administration which is only continuing
the imperialist military options initiated by President George
W. Bush, Jr. in 2006-2007 and its escalation under Barack
Obama during his two terms from 2009-2016.
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