
          

                        25 September 2017 

PEOPLE’S INDICTMENT          

    

FOR WAR CRIMES PERPETRATED BY THE 174TH ATTACK WING OF THE NEW   

 YORK NATIONAL GUARD AT HANCOCK AIR FORCE BASE, SYRACUSE, NY 

Since 2010 the 174th   Attack Wing, via satellite, has been remotely piloting weaponized MQ9 Reaper 

drones over Afghanistan – perhaps the poorest and most vulnerable nation in the world. U.S. 

weaponized drones are also known to target people in Pakistan, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Yemen and 

elsewhere in the Islamic oil lands. Those who participate in these operations may believe they are 

fighting “terrorism”; in fact they are unwitting cogs in a war -- on behalf of corporate profiteers -- 

whose main instrument is terrorism.    

The Reaper maims and kills untold numbers of human beings and terrorizes whole communities. 

Reaper aggression generates both internal and external refugees; generates hatred toward the U.S. 

(bolstering recruitment for hostile groups); heightens global insecurity as other state and non-state 

powers join the weaponized drones arm race; and, by blatantly violating such law, undermines both 

U.S. and international law.    

U.S. drone killing violates due process and national sovereignty. It involves intentional, premeditated 

extrajudicial murder and the massacre of civilians.  

These crimes violate Article VI of the United States Constitution: “This Constitution, and the Laws of 

the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be 

made under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the Judges 

of every State shall be bound thereby, anything in the Constitution or Laws of the U.S., including 

treaties made under authority of the U.S. shall be the supreme law of the land.”    

One such treaty, since 1945 the supreme law of the United States, is the United Nations Charter. The 

Charter’s Preamble states that its purpose is to “save future generations from the scourge of war “.  It 

further states that “all nations shall refrain from the use of force against another nation.” This Treaty 

applies to federal, state and local branches of U.S. government as well as to law enforcement and to 

U.S. Armed Forces personnel – all of whom are sworn to uphold the Constitution. 

Since 2010 Upstate Drone Action -- impelled by our conscience – has sought to expose Hancock AFB 

war crimes and to awaken Hancock AFB personnel and their chain of command to their role in 

perpetrating these crimes. Today, as on many former occasions, we come to Hancock to renew that 

wake-up call. People of Hancock: we urge you – we implore you -- to stop the killing. 
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