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Ramsey Clark Testifies as Expert Witness at Hancock 38 Drone Resistors’ Trial 
 

Former Attorney General Ramsey Clark testified Thursday, November 3 at DeWitt Court House (5400 

Butternut, East Syracuse, NY) from shortly after 5 pm until shortly before 11 pm.  Ramsey testified as an expert 

witness on the principles of international law on behalf of the defense.  Clark, the U.S. Attorney General under 

Lyndon Johnson, testified to the justification of the actions of the defendants under international law as it is 

presented in the Nuremberg Principles. 

 

At a press conference before court, Clark stated “Drones inherently violate the laws of the United States 

and international law,” and quoted from Dante’s Inferno: “The hottest places in hell are reserved for those who 

in times of moral crisis, do not act.” 

The court took more than two hours to qualify Clark as an expert witness.  The judge later asked Clark 

to address international law in relation to local action.  Clark testified that the Nuremberg Principles are the 

”supreme law of the land,” and that all courts at every level - federal, state and local - must act in the context of 

these principles. They forbid wars of aggression, attacks on civilians and extrajudicial assassination, all actions 

associated with drone warfare. 

 

The Hancock 38 Drone Resisters are on trial for their die-in at the main entrance of Hancock Air Base 

near Syracuse, NY last April. The Base is becoming a major player in U.S. drone warfare; drones flying over 

Afghanistan are piloted from there, and drone pilots, sensor operators and maintenance technicians are 

trained there.  The trial will continue Friday at 5pm, and is expected to go through Saturday. 


