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Grandma Drone Resister
Released on Bail Pending Court of Appeals Decision
A court has ordered that Mary Anne Grady Flores be released on
$5,000 cash bail from the Onondaga County Correctional
Facility in Jamesville NY on Monday, March 7, pending the New
York State Court of Appeals decision on whether it will
consider her case. That decision could take a month or two.
Should the court decide to take the case, it could be quite a
long time before it is heard.
Grady Flores’s appeals case, which was submitted on Feb. 19 by
attorney Lance Salisbury, hinges on the validity of the order
of protection granted to Colonel Evans of the Hancock Air
National Guard Base 174th Attack Wing (Syracuse) by a judge.
Orders of protection are generally issued to protect
vulnerable people from domestic violence. Grady Flores was
arrested for ostensibly violating this order while standing in
the road outside the base and simply photographing peaceful
drone protesters.
She was sentenced to six months (reduced from the original 12
months) and began serving the time on January 19. She has now
completed 49 days in the prison. She would have to return to
serve the remaining 65 days if the Court of Appeals decides
not to hear the case.
On Friday, February 26, as she wrote in a public letter, Mary
Anne was granted a deathbed visit to her mother, Teresa Grady,
who had entered hospice care (at home) on February 19. As she
wrote us afterward,
“I walked, shackled, wrists to waist and ankles, to be at
mom’s side,

leaning over her to kiss her big smiling face. I told her
over and
over that I loved her, my tears wetting her soft cheeks. I
asked if
she was in any pain. ‘No, I’m not in pain. I’m o.k.’ She kept
smiling
and fell asleep. What a precious, blessed moment.”
Mary Anne is especially looking forward to spending more time
with her mother, as well as with her children, three
grandchildren, siblings, and extended family. She is very
grateful to the many people who wrote to her and visited her
during her time in prison.
Mary Anne is part of The Upstate Coalition to Ground the
Drones and End the Wars, resisting the drone assassination
program since 2011. According to leaked military documents
called the Drone Papers sent to the Intercept, 90% of drone
assassinations target and kill civilians, including children.
——
To write to Mary Anne at home:
Mary Anne Grady Flores, c/o Ithaca Catholic Worker, 514 North
Plain Street, Ithaca, NY 14850

